" La Crosse County Historic Sites Preservation Commission
Attn: Cheryl Stephen

400 4™ St. N.

La Crosse, WI 54601

LA CROSSE COUNTY SITES SURVEY NOMINATION FORM
No.

1.) Name of site (also original name, if known) or property name:

Alnex / Lewds Home

2.) Location: (Please provide map showing location - either on topo graphic map,
Wisconsin Atlas and Gazeteer map, or other map - also use for Township, Range,
Section, etc.). Also include legal property description from Register of Deeds; photocopy
is preferred.

County: L Grosse Name of Township: Hoand o
Township No: d¥zsdthen 17 Range No: 66 NE of +he NE
Section: |} W14 4 1/4 %z

Example: (Using La Crosse County Fairgrounds in West Salem as example)

County: La Crosse Name of Township: Hamilton

Township No: 17 North Range No: 6 West Section: 33 SE 1/4
SW 1/4

3.) Classification of site or property to be nominated:

Ownership of Status of
Category Property Property Present Use
____ *Legend ____ Public ___ Occupied ___ Agricultural
___ Geology ~X_ Private X Unoccupied ____ Commercial
____ Historic ___ Both 7 _ Educational
Event ___ Entertainment
____ Archaeology ____ Government
____ Historic ___ Industrial
District ____ Military
X Building(s) _X_ Museum
__ Site X Park
____ Object (s) ' ___ Private Residence
____ Theme: ____ Religious
Describe: __ Scientific
__ Transportation
* Legend may include such things as Native American ____ Other:

Trail Tree Markers, etc.



4.) Owner of Property to Be Nominated .y
Name: ,9,91‘ Salem Hﬁéﬁ\m‘ Sean flﬂ
Street and Numbe@® 3(,() N, leonerd St .
City: West B, Salen State: /1 Zip: -_‘g%éq

@ &/or Sketch

6.) Significance of the site or property or event to be nominated:
Include date of construction, builder/architect, all specific dates.

Statement of Significance: State why the site, property, or event is significant: what
significant events occurred there, who was associated with the property, what features the
property has that make it significant, etc. Document all statements of alleged fact with

- full and complete footnotes. Use additional sheets as necessary.

gee, ot o\c\\‘@;\ majrew‘ag\s

7.) Describe the present and original (if known) appearance or condition of the property
or site to be nominated: Include your opinion of National Register eligibility.

The @‘F{C');Y\c&\ oc‘}‘&%On Nowme waose combined W:_\J\ e geccmci_ home,
&l% ‘p\nam —H«‘we. vilbg’, of> Ne,élwomc* Thed C_arm'b]‘“ (J:Hc.n bu\i\é,‘lh 4
9 9—er |‘Y\ +o«;+ m\cfl We.  Nove thecg H_ JDf:Lak r\iﬂ\\_@ e
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home and Hhe cdeled home.

Ii‘ 159 O ‘—“\& Na.:i'uiom\ Qggifg:l'e,\ﬂ alhd we Wovkeﬁ WH‘L

Neze Cake when we moved Hhe hone.

8.) Major bibliographical reference &/or collections:

Nﬂ&\\@\né{,) A 'P[M& |- Tke Ny @‘H\&Y‘ - E\C!\O'\{‘a Lfl‘f‘é:@“
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9.) Nomination bubmlttcd by
Name: Evy Aﬁo]\ A
Organization: Wee\— 3&)6‘0\ Hfé}rf“c&\ Socrety
Street: A9 K. Jolhorson G+ /0.0, Box BE (EWD ,
City: W ) State: | Zip: 54669

Salem
Telephone 72 ~ 1678 O:M\oD

For Information/Questions, Contact Committee Members:
Vicki Twinde-Javner, Chair - [N

Barbara Kooiman, Vice Chair — [Nl

Jason Gillett, Sec/Treas — -
Richard Bedessem - [N
King Holley - Il
Harriet Schuppel - N
Kent Sween — | N EG<zN

’_l—_g N Nowe N Q\):«“ e c\\je,sxr'i*m\s> (‘.O\\ Eeve) <7§é ZJYQ

Revised May 2006
Revised October 2002
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Palmer-Lewis Octagon.....1

The Palmer-Lewis Octagon House

Like a lone sentinel to the past, Monroe Palmer’s eight-sided house appears to be
waiting; poised to experience yet another phase in its interesting life. Its empty windows seem to
be gazing northward to the La Crosse River. Although the Octagon is now standing along
Highway 16 next to the new Neshonoc Lake Addition to West Salem, that wasn’t always the
case. When Palmer hired Hiram Lovejoy to build the house for him, cal856, it was positioned
approximately one-third mile north within the boundaries of Neshonoc Village where the La
Crosse County Park is today.

The words of Hamlin Garland, the Coulee Region’s Pulitzer Prize winning author, can help us

visualize where and how Neshonoc Village was situated. On page 192 of Trailmakers Of The

Middle Border, Garland describes the arrival of his father into Hamilton Township:
“The Village of Neshonoc on the La Crosse river was about five miles away, and toward
this point they resumed their march. Two hours later they drew up before a little tavern
which stood on the level ground above the bridge, a lovely spot for a village. To the east
was the mill-pond. A trout-brook came in from the north, and a grist-mill rose against a
conical hill around whose base the river ran in a reedy curve. On the bottom lands to the
west, scattered pines were growing, and in the edges of these groves and on the banks of
the stream, a group of wigwams denoted the presence of redmen. Altogether it could
have been used as an illustration for a poster. It had all the elements of pastoral beauty.”

Monroe Palmer visited various parts of Wisconsin in 1850 but didn’t settle here until after his
marriage to Martha Bigelow Coolidge in June 1851. Their first home was a cabin on the hill,
north of the La Crosse River, just above Monroe’s flour mill. Palmer soon purchased about 700
acres of land around the mill and built a new cabin on the south side of the river near the end of
the current bridge. He began to dream of developing a settlement on his acreage.

In October 1855, Monroe Palmer had a portion of his land officially surveyed and platted for a
village. It consisted of 147 lots arranged in eighteen blocks. The lots measured 100 feet in depth
and 50 feet in width. The only exceptions were seven smaller lots fronting on the North edge of
the village. Palmer’s streets, running on a North-east/ South-west line, were named Cyprus,
Centre, Main, and Oak Street. The cross-streets, starting nearest the river, were Mill, Second,
Third, and Fourth Streets and Mentora Avenue. There was only one avenue and it was named in
honor of Palmer’s sister-in-law, Mentora Coolidge (Mrs. Algernon S. Bradford.)

Neshonoc Village’s Main Street coincides with present-day Highway 108 and Cypress Street
was located near the Northwest shore of Lake Neshonoc. The closest house to this shore was the
octagon-shaped home that was constructed by Hiram Lovejoy for Doctor Horace Palmer, brother
to Monroe. Dr. Palmer owned and consistently paid taxes on property which lay at the corner of
Centre and Second Streets. He joined Monroe at Neshonoc in May 1857 and is mentioned most
often as the first physician in Neshonoc Village. Dr. Palmer’s house was moved to West Salem
in 1866 and is now known as the Palmer-Gullickson House.

Two houses, not original to Neshonoc Village, stand on property that can be identified within
Monroe Palmer’s plat of the village. We can trace lots 98 and 113 when Palmer sold them to
Joseph Hemstock in May 1857 until they were owned in recent times by the Matiak-Terringer’s
and then the Humbel family. The house is located on the west side of Main Street midway
between Third and Fourth Streets. Moving northeast along Main Street, we have a house that



Palmer-Lewis Octagon.....2

recently belonged to the Johnson family. The property includes Second Street and portions of
lots 75 and 76 on either side. Obed Lindsey had the first blacksmith shop here, followed by
associated names such as Jonsen, Pittenger, and Curtis.

Approximately 150 to 200 feet northeast of the just-described Johnson house, we have improved
property that was consistently held by Martha and Monroe Palmer. In spite of financial
difficulties, they were able to protect their home and keep it safe from creditors. Throughout the
history of Neshonoc Village, the Palmers and other residents were land-rich and penny-poor.
The 1850s was a time of tight money and they suffered through the Panic of 1857 when many
mortgages were written but village lots were selling for only half of their previous year’s price.
Further complicating their financial status was their speculation that the railroad company would
purchase their lands and bring more commerce to their town. This didn’t happen and the railroad
built its line through nearby West Salem. Soon, the businessmen of Neshonoc began to move,
“lock, stock, and barrel,” to be closer to the railroad. By 1870, Palmer must have sensed that the
worst depression yet experiericed by the people of Wisconsin was just over the horizon because
he sold his homestead to Martha Palmer’s brother-in-law, Algernon S. Bradford of Minnesota.
Mr. Bradford’s ownership kept Palmer’s personal property from the hands of his creditors.

Monroe Palmer’s next step was to offer his Hamilton Mills and over six hundred acres of land
for sale. That didn’t solve Palmer’s problems, however, and, in 1873, his remaining properties
were sold at Sheriff’s auction to Angus Cameron for $651.67.

Soon after this sale, the Palmers moved their eight-sided home to farmland just outside the limits
of the Neshonoc Village plat; to its present location along Highway 16. They also moved
another Neshonoc home and attached it to the back of their octagon. This house was called The

Parsonage and had most likely been the home of T.W. Winter who was one of the first resident
ministers at Neshonoc. '

On 12 April 1890, Prudence (Dunlap) and David R. Lewis purchased Martha and Monroe
Palmer’s farm. The Palmers left the West Salem area and traveled to visit their daughter in
Fairbury, Nebraska. Because Monroe Palmer became ill during their visit, he and Martha
remained in Fairbury where Monroe died and was buried in 1892. November 1892 seems to
mark the official end to Neshonoc Village. The village plat was vacated on 15 November and
Monroe Palmer died on 21 November. It’s interesting and ironic that only six days passed
between the dissolution of Neshonoc Village and the death of its founder.

On 31 July 1905, Prudence and David R. Lewis sold the farm to their son and daughter-in-law,
Naomi Bell (Colburn) and Arthur Ray Lewis. Ray and Naomi were married on 3 June 1903 and
lived out their lives in the Octagon house. Their son David Lewis and his wife Helen were the
next owners of the home and it remained with them until David’s death and the subsequent sale
to the Dave Evenson Company.

Now, another interesting occurrence is underway. The West Salem Historical Society, already
owners of Horace Palmer’s octagon, have accepted Monroe Palmer’s octagon as a gift from the
Dave Evenson Development Company. The Palmer-Lewis house will soon be readied to return
to Neshonoc Village; to reside almost exactly where it was constructed 150 years ago.

Eldora Schober Larson
4 February 2007



Eldora Schober Larson 1607 Cronin Circle Hudson, WI 54016 30 March 2007 Errol
Kindschy 75 Jefferson Street West Salem, W1 54669 Dear Errol, Thank you for your
recent query concerning the Monroe Palmer-David Lewis house and its location within
the Village of Neshonoc. As you know, we’ve searched extensively but unsuccessfully
for photographs and personal papers which would help us to know more about Neshonoc
Village. Instead, we’ve had to use tax rolls, mortgages, deeds and papers of that sort to
reconstruct the Village. The resulting information is compiled in my book “Neshonoc~ A
Place Like No Othery .” Checking various papers and records, we can conclude that
Martha and Monroe Palmer built their octagonal-shaped home on lots 36 and 37 of Block
6 in Neshonoc Village. These lots were owned exclusively by the Palmer’s until 1870
when they were sold to Algernon Bradford. By this time, Palmer was having great
financial difficulty and was in danger of losing his properties. Bradford was Palmer’s
brother-in-law and it appears Bradford purchased the lots in order to keep the lots and the
home from a Sheriff’s sale in 18717 . As for orientation of the house, we conclude that it
faced to the east on land that would be on the west side of today’s Highway 16. Lot 36
lay at the corner of Mill Street on the North and Centre Street on the East; Lot 37 was to
the south and faced Centre Street; . Obviously, Palmer built his home to face one of
these streets. Since Palmer’s brother’s home was on lots 26-29 of Centre Street, it is
logical that Monroe would have his front door facing the same street as his brother’s.
Centre Street ran in a north/south direction and was nearly parallel to today’s Highway
16. I hope this informatjon is sufficient to answer your questions. Please let me know if I
can be of further help to you. Singerely, Eldora Larson “Neshonoc~A Place Like No
Other” by Eldora Schober Larson, 1994, Hudson, Wisconsin. 7 Page 147, “Neshonoc~A
Place Like No Other.” 7 Page 130, “Neshonoc~A Place Like No Other.”
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE L JuL -2 2007 J
1849 C Street, N.'W.
Washington, D.C. 20240 MY f‘%i;’;«:"&;?jﬁ@

IN REFLY REFER TO:

H32(2280)

JUit 27 2007

Mr. Michael E. Stevens

State Historic Preservation Officer

Administrator, Division of Historic Preservation-Public History
816 State Street

Madison, Wisconsin 53706-1482

Dear Mr. Stevens:

Thank you for the letter of May 11, 2007, regarding the proposed move of the Palmer-Lewis Octagon,

_ LaCrosse County, Wisconsin, listed in the National Register of Historic Places on August 7, 2007 as
one of the Palmer Brothers Octagons. The building is being moved to prevent its demolition. You have
included documentation justifying the move, describing the new site, and evaluating the archeological
potential of the new site.

The proposed move was approved on June 21, 2007. The building will remain listed in the National
Register during and after the move. Final approval of the continued listing of the building on its new
site will be issued after the move. After the building has been relocated please provide a letter notifying
us of the date of the move, along with photographs of the building at its new location, a new verbal
boundary description, acreage figure, UTM point, and an original USGS map. Once we have received
this documentation we will issue a final approval of the building’s continued listing in the National
Register.

We appreciate the interest of the owners in preserving this building and look forward to hearing of the
successful move.

Sincerely,

Vot 0. Ak

Patrick W. Andrus, Historian
National Register of Historic Places
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