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Older Adult Fall Prevention Home

Cost of Older Adult Falls

Falls among adults age 65 and older are very costly. Each year about $50 billion is spent on medical costs related to non-fatal
fall injuries and $754 million is spent related to fatal falls."

Non-fatal falls
e $29 billion is paid by Medicare
e $12 billion is paid by private or out-of-pocket payers
e $9 billion is paid by Medicaid

As the number of Americans age 65 and older grows, we can expect the number of fall injuries and the cost to treat these
injuries to soar.

How Are State Costs Calculated?

Direct medical costs include fees for hospital and nursing home care, doctors and other professional services, rehabilitation,
community-based services, use of medical equipment, prescription drugs, and insurance processing.? Direct costs do not
account for the long-term effects of these injuries, such as disability, dependence on others, lost time from work and
household duties, and reduced quality of life.?

Cost in Dollars
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