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Frequently Asked Questiows apout Tissue Donation

Who can be a donor?

Tissue donation is an option for most individuals,
regardless of age, and is often possible even when
organ donation is not. Your commitment to donate will
not interfere with your medical care. At the time of
death, trained medical staff will determine the medical
suitability of the donor.

A history of cancer, diabetes, broken bones or some
other illnesses or injuries does not necessarily prohibit
tissue donation. Guidelines are followed to ensure that
the donor is free of any infectious disease that might,
in turn, harm a tissue recipient. Until all medical tests
and screenings are complete, the tissue is not released
for transplant.

How is donation accomplished?

Tissue donation becomes an option only after all
lifesaving efforts have been made and the donor has
died. After consent has been received, the donated
tissue is recovered by skilled medical professionals in
a surgical setting. The donor’s body is treated with the
utmost care and respect. Unlike organs, which must
be transplanted within hours of donation, most tissue
is preserved for later use. Tissue is stored in facilities
called “tissue banks” and supplied to physicians when
needed for their patients.
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Is all donated tissue used for transplantation?
When donated tissue cannot be used for transplantation,
it may be used for approved medical education and
research such as evaluating new disease treatments,
improving transplantation and surgical techniques,

and developing new medications. Using tissue for

these purposes may be done only if the appropriate
consent is given.
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Foacts avout Tissue Donation

FACT: All major religions support organ, eye and tissue
donation as an unselfish act of charity.

FACT: Regardless of a donor's vision or existence of
cataracts and other conditions, corneas have
the potential to restore sight to a person
with corneal blindness.

FACT: Tissue donation occurs within 12-24 hours of
death and should not delay or change funeral
arrangements. An open casket funeral is possible.

FACT: There is no cost to the donor’s family or estate
for donation. The donor family pays only for
medical expenses before death and standard
costs associated with funeral arrangements.

FACT: In the United States, it is illegal to buy or sell
organs or tissue for transplantation.

FACT: To preserve anonymity, the identities of the donor
and the recipients are confidential. Tissue-bank
personnel may provide donor families with general
information about how donated tissue was used.

FACT: Tissue is distributed based on patient need,
availability and medical criteria. Tissue recipients
range from newborns to senior citizens.

Visit www.donatelife.net for more information.

The American Association of Tissue Banks (AATB) is a non-profit,
educational and scientific organization founded in 1976 to enhance and
save lives by promoting and facilitating the safety, quality and availability
of donated human tissue. The AATB writes tissue-banking standards,
accredits tissue banks, and certifies tissue-bank personnel to ensure that
tissue-banking activities are performed in the highest professional manner.

Donate Life America is a not-for-profit alliance of national organizations and local partners across the United States, serving as a national voice and inspiring all people to save and enhance lives through organ, eye and tissue donation.
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Making the decision to donate

The decision to donate is a personal one. Once you
decide to donate life by becoming a tissue donor, designate
your decision in your state’s donor registry or on your
driver’s license at your Motor Vehicle Department. It is
always important to let your family know of your wishes
since they will be consulted during the donation process.

For specific instructions for your state,
go to www.donatelife.net.

Complete and give to your next of kin.
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Dear Family,

FAMILY NOTIFICATION CARD

| want you to know about my decision to become an organ, eye and
tissue donor. Upon my death, if | am a candidate for donation, | ask
that you honor my wishes. It is important to me that others are given
the opportunity to live full and productive lives.

| wish to donate the following:
U any needed organs and tissue
U only the following organs and tissue:

Thank you for honoring my commitment to donate Life through
organ, eye and tissue donation.

Donor Name

Donor Signature

Date
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