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The Intent of Roads

« Ancient name derived from the English "way" - or Middle English "wey" which branches
from the Latin veho (I carry)

* First paved by animals and adapted by humans dating back over 8000 years ago
* 7,900 years of human travel

» 100 years of vehicles

Photo Credit: National Geographic
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Employees of Gund Brewery, La Crosse, W1

McMillan Opera House, La Crosse, W1

University of Wisconsin-La Crosse
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A Multimodal Approach
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How did we
get here?
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Lobbying,
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the American

Dream

Aftera long day at
theoffice,ithelps
togo off by yourself
and scream.
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With a0 to 60 time of 5.3 scconds
and a top speed of 157 mph, theres
no faster way 1o get away from it all
than in a Porsche 911 Turbo.

After all, if your daily routine is
fraught with compromise and frus-
tration, your free time shouldn't be.

Which is why we carefully fuse our

most cutting-edge racing technology
with meticulously hand-built com-
ponents. So carefully that we make
fewer than 1500 a year for the US.
Come in for a test-drive. And see
how much better you feel when you
take it out on the road. -
FORSSCoHES &2

ltsa
two-FORD garage
for 250000 families

both of Mham oen Fords! Thase famies ore
weniance cher pecple
two Fords cous bitle more

Gne Wigh-priced cor

Fords are Sily 15 buy, Milty 10 e, and Mhere’s e
dolor depraciosion ot “Wade-in” Kme!

Ohances 00w o ovn inas 39 baing 0 twitor fomly thon
yOu tink, Saw your Ford Deoler toduy and “Test Deive” the
w0 ‘40 Fordy thown hare. The cor you sow Gwn sy wel
poowide Be dows poymant o both of hem,

Theres 2 j"l?{tn your future..with a future budt in
)

Youm

amﬁ.\n nétthie lesst it Tired"
*.a " 1

How could any warm-blooded
human being look a Porsche 94452
in the face, and not become some-
what stimulated at the thought of
owning one?

Forget, for a moment, that it goes
from 01060 1n 6.9 seconds. Or that
it has a top speed of 149 mph. Simply

sl sk your
ercury- Lincoln - Mefecr Dealer
£or & demonglistion drive.
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Its a Dream Wagon...this 49 FORD

I this cardoesn’t
ybe dead.

you,

judging on looks alone, it should be
enough 1o send your pulse racing.

If it doesn’t, we suggest you see
a doctor. Or even better, see us for
a test-drive

If that doesnt get your blood
pumping, nothing will. .
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Togetherness inspires her buying decisions...
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1908-1924

| i
e

= QW

i
nmnmn"m:

o First production of the Ford

Model T
e 16 million cars on American

Roadways
> Not main use of transport
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Looking west on Main Street, La Crosse, WI

Photo Credit: Murphy Library Special Collections/ARC, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse




1924-1930

« Los Angeles Traffic Commission changed
the tune - with ordinance commissioned
by Car Salesman

« 23 cities adopted model ordinance and
Wisconsin one of three states to adopt in
state law

Photo Credit:
4th Street lookil®
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JAY-WALKING

* Termoriginates in Kansas City
1911

* Jay is early 20th century term
for idiot — deployed against
rural people

* Worked in conjunction with
laws to off-load responsibility
of drivers
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here loday Uleels lomorro

* Rapid expansion of suburbia and highway
system

 Redlining and white flight

* Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956 authorized
construction of 41,000 miles of interstate

Photo Credit: Murphy Library Special Collections/ARC, University of Wisconsin-La
Crosse
300 Block of Main
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History Recap

D & s G g

Lo

Streets served a utilitarian purpose before
cars dominated the scene.

Now cities have been designed exclusively
with cars in mind.

Consequences beyond just suburbanization
> Health
o Safety
o Affordability




Local Examples

o La Crosse Streetcar
o Service ended in 1945, replaced with
buses

« Proposed Marsh Highway - 1996
o Would have demolished homes in
favor of moving vehicles in and out of
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La Crosse

BETTY SIMPSON, 73, is against a proposed north-south road and has a personal reason for her view: She will lose her home
in the Indian Hill neighborheod if the road is built.

Indian Hill residents would lose homes to road

By BENJAMIN SPILLMAN homes from attack. neighborhood.

Of the Tribune staff

Nobody knows for sure what Buffalo Bill
Cody and former La Crosse Mayor Frank
Powell talked about in the late 1880s as they
stood together on top of
Powell’s four-story -
observation tower on
Indian Hill.

They might have
talked about building
homes on the wooded
hill that overlooks the
La Crosse River and
surrounding marsh,
now on the city's North
Side. Or they might
have shared stories of
their days in the
American West,
defending themselves
from bandits and Indian
attacks.

y A century later, the
people of La Crosse are still debating how to
develop the hill, and some who make Indian
Hill their home are working to defend their

“I do not think it is progress,” Simpson

If city residents vote “no’" on Tuesday’ F
Y i said. ‘“We have Hwy. 16, we can go up

referendum to build a north-south road

southern end of La Crosse. It would
destroy 24 acres of valuable wetland,
the home of the Great Egfet, Bell's
VIro, and Blanding's Turtle (all of
which are on the state Threatened
Species list), 56 homes, and 16 busi-
nesses. In addition, it would effect
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appear on her abstract.

Simpson, 73, opposes the road, as do many
of her neighbors, judging by the number of

Suchla, spokesperson for People for
Communify i

decreasing commuter travel time, said Deb

s, a group that supports

homemade lawn signs throughout the
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M THE LA CROSSE
TRIBUNE and News19 are
sponsoring a town hall meet-
ing on the proposed north-
south road at 7 p.m. today at
UW:-La Crosse's Cleary
Alumni Center. The show will
be broadcast live on News19.

Your Hometown Team

M ON NEWS19: Rush-hour
rides with a commuter on the
10 p.m. report.

COMING
FRIDAY

Tribune

B COVERAGE of tonight's
town hall meeting, plus a look
at what happens next if the
referendum passes or if it
fails.

INSIDE

W HISTORY of road plans for
the area / C-1

B CONTROVERSY over
West Avenue plans / C-1

B LAWMAKERS positions
on the north-south road / C-2
W PROTESTS lodged against
misleading ads / C-3

B CENTURYTEL memo tells
workers how to vote / C-3

¥



https://lacrossetribune.com/hometown-history-electric-streetcar-in-1941/article_4b2a4a8c-3415-539e-9451-291d708acadc.html
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Third and Main Steets, La Crosse, Wi

Before and After



Photo Credit: La Crosse Public Library Archives & Local History LA CROSSE
Department PUBLIC LIBRARY
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Parking in the Downtown Area
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Traffic Fatalities Continue to be a
Leading Cause of Death

; ot . - - ) Our World - . ® "
Deaths in road incidents 75 percent increase in the deaths of people walking since 2010

Road incidents include events that involve vehicles, pedestrians, and cyclists.
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https://www.nbcwashington.com/investigations/driveway-danger-kids-being-injured-and-killed-in-frontover-suv-blind-zone-incidents/3119237/
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Citywide-Programs-and-Initiatives/Vision-Zero/SPEED
https://www.finn.com/en-DE/campaign/supersized

Too Far in One Direction

« Where we are now
o In Wisconsin alone, ~575 people die in automobile crashes every year.

o Public Health in Decline
o Exacerbated by sedentary lifestyles, reinforced by vehicle-dominated culture

« Many are trapped by car dependence, unable to consider alternatives

Motor-vehicle deaths and rates, United States, 1913-2023 Number of deaths
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EXTERNALITIES HARM

of cars and automobility to people and the environment

Rising Costs of
Transportation

Intentional violence

Violence
Deaths and injuries
Assault, terrorism, war

Il health

Cardiovascular, respiratory, other diseases incl. cancer
Depression, anxiety, stress, fear, sleep disturbance
Cognitive impairment and behavioural changes

* Rising costs
Pollution including

e Cost burden to individuals PM, ozone, lead Social isolation, lack of community
Oﬂd The pUblIC Social injustice
o o Sedentary travel Marginalized bear the harm burden
93 A) Of hOU.SGhO|d Restricted access to people and places
transporftation expenses go E | Inflated costs of goods and services
towards bUYl ng, ma intaini ng, (}cpnsumption of Al The global housir.wg cAri'sis and homelessne§§
space, time, resources N , Displacement of individuals and communities

and operating personal
vehicles

e 18% of total household
budgets spent on
transpo rtation Resource extraction

Carbon emissions Climate change

Loss of wildlife and biodiversity
Habitat destruction and fragmentation

More frequent and severe natural disasters

Image source: Patrick Miner, et al., 2024



https://data.bts.gov/stories/s/Transportation-Cost-Burden/u3wt-eyhe
https://data.bts.gov/stories/s/Transportation-Cost-Burden/u3wt-eyhe
https://data.bts.gov/stories/s/Transportation-Cost-Burden/u3wt-eyhe
https://data.bts.gov/stories/s/Transportation-Cost-Burden/u3wt-eyhe
https://data.bts.gov/stories/s/Transportation-Cost-Burden/u3wt-eyhe
https://data.bts.gov/stories/s/Transportation-Cost-Burden/u3wt-eyhe
https://data.bts.gov/stories/s/Transportation-Cost-Burden/u3wt-eyhe
https://data.bts.gov/stories/s/Transportation-Cost-Burden/u3wt-eyhe
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0966692324000267

LIVABLE COMMUNITIES ARE GOOD FOR PEOPLE AND BUSINESS

Higher property values, increased economic activity and savings for communities are some of the
benefits you'll learn about in THE LIVABILITY ECONOMY

A LIVABLE COMMUNITY ...

® Features housing choices ® Reduces automobile ® |ntegrates land uses so ® Has transportation
that are suitable for people dependence and supports a people can live closer to or options that enable

of all ages and life stages. socially vibrant public realm. within walking distance of residents to get around
jobs, community activities even if they don't drive.

and the services they need.
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Active Sidewalks Public Space Dedicated or Vehicle Travel Safe Crossings Transit
Protected Bike Lanes
Lanes

» Complete Streets
* All modes of transportation considered

How to Design
a SCIfer Street: * Supporting a Lower Cost of Living
A Multimodal * Transportation, Housing, Healthcare

Solution

* Increased options for transportation and lifestyle
 Alternative, viable, options for transportation

3
]

Green Infrastructure




Complete Streets in Progress

Image source: FHWA, Salt Lake City, 2022



https://highways.dot.gov/sites/fhwa.dot.gov/files/FHWA-HRT-23-060.pdf
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La Crosse
Bicycle and Pedestrian
Master Plan Update

June 2024

—LACROSS
WISCONSIN

Local efforts to
improve safety

MOVING AHEAD TO 2055
ERESE N @ LA CROSSE REGIONAL ‘
TRANSPORTATION
SAFETY PLAN

La Crosse Area Planning Committee (LAPC)

* Planning for change is the first step

* Moving Ahead to 2055
 Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan
 Safe Streets for All: Comprehensive Safety Action Plan



Safe Streets For
All (SS4A)

* Grant program dedicated to addressing
systemic safety issues in tfransportation

* Program is split into two parts:
* Planning
* Implementation

 Part of a greater shift toward
prioritizing safety
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Questions

Thank youl!

Travis Key

tkey@lacrossecounty.org
608-789-8548

Jenna Dinkel

dinkelj@cityoflacrosse.org
608-789-8676
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