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What we do



What is 
Urban 
Planning?

• Have you ever thought:
• What's that new development?
• Why does this street feel so 

dangerous?
• I wish cars would stop when I’m 

trying to cross the street. 
• Why are they tearing down that 

cool old building?



The Intent of Roads
• Ancient name derived from the English "way" - or Middle English "wey" which branches 

from the Latin veho (I carry)
• First paved by animals and adapted by humans dating back over 8000 years ago
• 7,900 years of human travel
• 100 years of vehicles

Photo Credit: National Geographic



A Multimodal Approach 

Photo Credit: Murphy Library Special Collections/ARC, University of Wisconsin-La CrossePhoto Credit: Wisconsin Historical Society

1910 1900



How did we 
get here? Photo Credit: News 8

Photo Credit: WEAU 13

Photo Credit: La Crosse Tribune



Lobbying, 
Advertising, and 
the American 
Dream



1908-1924
● First production of the Ford 

Model T
● 16 million cars on American 

Roadways
○ Not main use of transport

Photo Credit: Murphy Library Special Collections/ARC, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse

1920



1924-1930

● Los Angeles Traffic Commission changed 
the tune - with ordinance commissioned 
by Car Salesman

● 23 cities adopted model ordinance and 
Wisconsin one of three states to adopt in 
state law

Photo Credit: Murphy Library Special Collections/ARC, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse
4th Street looking north

1935



Jaywalking

• Term originates in Kansas City 
1911

• Jay is early 20th century term 
for idiot – deployed against 
rural people

• Worked in conjunction with 
laws to off-load responsibility 
of drivers

Photo Credit: dvm.org



1945-1956

• Rapid expansion of suburbia and highway 
system 

• Redlining and white flight
• Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956 authorized 

construction of 41,000 miles of interstate

Photo Credit: Murphy Library Special Collections/ARC, University of Wisconsin-La 
Crosse
300 Block of Main

1956



Roadways used to segregate

Photo Credit: Milwaukee Public Library

Photo Credit: Michael Baker International



History Recap

● Streets served a utilitarian purpose before 
cars dominated the scene.

● Now cities have been designed exclusively 
with cars in mind.

● Consequences beyond just suburbanization
○ Health
○ Safety
○ Affordability



Local Examples

● La Crosse Streetcar
○ Service ended in 1945, replaced with 

buses

● Proposed Marsh Highway - 1996
○ Would have demolished homes in 

favor of moving vehicles in and out of 
La Crosse

Image credit: La Crosse Tribune

1941

https://lacrossetribune.com/hometown-history-electric-streetcar-in-1941/article_4b2a4a8c-3415-539e-9451-291d708acadc.html


Before and After 
Photo Credit: Murphy Library Special Collections/ARC, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse



Before and After

Photo Credit: La Crosse Public Library Archives & Local History 
Department



Parking in the Downtown Area



Traffic Fatalities Continue to be a 
Leading Cause of Death



The 
Automobile 
Arms Race

• Bigger
• Flawed fuel efficiency standards

• Farther
• 2006: 25.0 minutes
• 2024: 27.2 minutes

• Faster
• National Maximum Speed Law 

repealed in 1995

Image Credit: NBC Washington, 2022Image Credit: Denver Gov, SPEEDImage Credit: FINN, 2023

https://www.nbcwashington.com/investigations/driveway-danger-kids-being-injured-and-killed-in-frontover-suv-blind-zone-incidents/3119237/
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Citywide-Programs-and-Initiatives/Vision-Zero/SPEED
https://www.finn.com/en-DE/campaign/supersized


Too Far in One Direction

● Where we are now
○ In Wisconsin alone, ~575 people die in automobile crashes every year.

● Public Health in Decline
○ Exacerbated by sedentary lifestyles, reinforced by vehicle-dominated culture

● Many are trapped by car dependence, unable to consider alternatives
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44,762

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

60,000

1
9
1

3

1
9
1

5

1
9
1

7

1
9
1

9

1
9
2

1

1
9
2

3

1
9
2

5

1
9
2

7

1
9
2

9

1
9
3

1

1
9
3

3

1
9
3

5

1
9
3

7

1
9
3

9

1
9
4

1

1
9
4

3

1
9
4

5

1
9
4

7

1
9
4

9

1
9
5

1

1
9
5

3

1
9
5

5

1
9
5

7

1
9
5

9

1
9
6

1

1
9
6

3

1
9
6

5

1
9
6

7

1
9
6

9

1
9
7

1

1
9
7

3

1
9
7

5

1
9
7

7

1
9
7

9

1
9
8

1

1
9
8

3

1
9
8

5

1
9
8

7

1
9
8

9

1
9
9

1

1
9
9

3

1
9
9

5

1
9
9

7

1
9
9

9

2
0
0

1

2
0
0

3

2
0
0

5

2
0
0

7

2
0
0

9

2
0
1

1

2
0
1

3

2
0
1

5

2
0
1

7

2
0
1

9

2
0
2

1

2
0
2

3

Motor-vehicle deaths and rates, United States, 1913-2023 Number of deaths

Motor-vehicle deaths and rates, United States, 1913-2023 Number of deaths



Rising Costs of 
Transportation

• Rising costs
• Cost burden to individuals 

and the public

• 93% of household 
transportation expenses go 
towards buying, maintaining, 
and operating personal 
vehicles
• 18% of total household 

budgets spent on 
transportation

Image source: Patrick Miner, et al., 2024

https://data.bts.gov/stories/s/Transportation-Cost-Burden/u3wt-eyhe
https://data.bts.gov/stories/s/Transportation-Cost-Burden/u3wt-eyhe
https://data.bts.gov/stories/s/Transportation-Cost-Burden/u3wt-eyhe
https://data.bts.gov/stories/s/Transportation-Cost-Burden/u3wt-eyhe
https://data.bts.gov/stories/s/Transportation-Cost-Burden/u3wt-eyhe
https://data.bts.gov/stories/s/Transportation-Cost-Burden/u3wt-eyhe
https://data.bts.gov/stories/s/Transportation-Cost-Burden/u3wt-eyhe
https://data.bts.gov/stories/s/Transportation-Cost-Burden/u3wt-eyhe
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0966692324000267




How to Design 
a Safer Street: 
A Multimodal 
Solution

• Complete Streets
• All modes of transportation considered

• Supporting a Lower Cost of Living
• Transportation, Housing, Healthcare

• Increased options for transportation and lifestyle
• Alternative, viable, options for transportation



Complete Streets in Progress

Image source: FHWA, Salt Lake City, 2022

AfterBefore

https://highways.dot.gov/sites/fhwa.dot.gov/files/FHWA-HRT-23-060.pdf


Local efforts to 
improve safety

• Planning for change is the first step
• Moving Ahead to 2055
• Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan
• Safe Streets for All: Comprehensive Safety Action Plan



Safe Streets For 
All (SS4A)

• Grant program dedicated to addressing 
systemic safety issues in transportation

• Program is split into two parts:
• Planning
• Implementation

• Part of a greater shift toward 
prioritizing safety



Questions

Thank you!

Travis Key 
tkey@lacrossecounty.org
608-789-8548 

Jenna Dinkel 
dinkelj@cityoflacrosse.org
608-789-8676

mailto:tkey@lacrossecounty.org
mailto:dinkelj@cityoflacrosse.org
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