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Request for Proposal

Design and Construction Management Services
Hillview Health Care Center Campus
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Section 1 - RFP Overview

1.1 Introduction 
La Crosse County Hillview Health Care Center currently operates a 110-bed skilled nursing facility in La Crosse, WI.  This skilled nursing facility is part of a long-term care campus and includes a 55-unit independent living apartment complex for seniors and a 30-bed RCAC (residential care apartment complex) assisted living facility.

As part of its overall master planning process, La Crosse County Hillview Health Care Center is currently seeking proposals to provide design, architectural, and construction management services for a new, stand-alone building.  This phase of the master plan will include construction of 3 attached 16-bed CBRF (community based residential facility) assisted living facilities with a common core consisting of office, central kitchen, and other shared spaces.  This facility design will allow for flexibility in licensing options. The existing nursing home, independent living and assisted living facilities will remain in operation during construction of the CBRF project.  

1.2 Location
The Hillview Health Center Campus is located at:

3501 Park Lane Drive
La Crosse, WI  54601
1.3 Background Information

La Crosse County has engaged Hoffman Planning Design & Construction, Inc to complete a conceptual plan and a detailed site evaluation.  The conceptual plan is general in nature and subject to design changes, as needed.  See Appendix A.

Appendix A- Site Plan    See attached
Appendix B-Timeline   
 See attached
Section 2 - Proposal Submittal Instructions

2.1   RFP Schedule

The following is a list of the important dates for activities related to the RFP process.  La Crosse County reserves the right to change these dates and will post the changes on its web site. 

	Activity
	Time
	Date

	RFP released
	
	11/23/2021

	Vendor Conference (Section 2.3)
	9 am
	12/2/2021

	Submission of proposals
	11 am
	12/15/21

	Vendor Interviews
	
	12/22/21

	Aging and Long-Term Care Committee Meeting*
	
	1/10/222


*County Administrative Building

  212 6th Street North
  La Crosse, WI

*Please note that this is the scheduled date as of the release of this RFP.  It is the vendor’s responsibility to be aware of Committee Meeting times and dates.  This information can be accessed on the County web site at http://www.co.la-crosse.wi.us  via clicking on the header “Meeting Minutes / Agendas” or by contacting the County Clerk’s office at 608-785-9623.

2.2   RFP location

This RFP is posted on the La Crosse County web site. The County reserves the right to amend this RFP at any time.  In the event it becomes necessary to amend, alter or delete any part of the RFP, changes to the RFP will be posted on the web site. It is the vendor’s responsibility to be aware of amendments that are posted on the web site. The address is:

http://www.co.la-crosse.wi.us 

Vendors are encouraged to check the web site frequently for changes to the RFP or schedule.  Printed copies of the RFP will be provided upon request.  Send your request to:

Bryan Jostad, Purchasing Manager
608-785-5879,  bjostad@lacrossecounty.org
2.3 Vendor’s Conference 

        A pre-proposal meeting is scheduled for 9 am, Thursday, December 2, 2021 in the 
       following location:


       Hillview Health Care Center
       Dining Room
       3501 Park Lane Drive
       La Crosse, WI  

Public parking is in the front of the building.  You will need to sign in.  Temperatures will be taken.  Masks are required and are available on site.  

       Vendors may also attend virtually thru TEAMs.  Please contact Bryan Jostad no later 
        than 11 am on December 1st to plan. 

       Bryan Jostad, Purchasing Manager
       608-785-5879,  bjostad@lacrossecounty.org

       Questions regarding the RFP will be addressed at the vendor conference. The 
       County may provide verbal clarifications, explanations, or responses to inquiries; the County is 
       not bound by any verbal representation. If any new and/or substantive information is provided in 
       response to questions raised at the tour, it will be recorded in a written addendum 
       to this RFP.     

2.4 Submission of Questions

      Scope of Work questions shall be submitted to:

       Ryan Westpfahl, Facilities Department
       608.785-6109,  rwestpfahl@lacrossecounty.org  
         
      Procurement Process Questions shall be submitted to:

       Bryan Jostad, Purchasing Manager
       608-785-5879,  bjostad@lacrossecounty.org
2.5 Submission of Proposals 

All proposals shall be submitted in complete original form.   No faxed or emailed proposals will be accepted. Proposals shall be sealed and marked “Hillview Health Care Center Project.   Vendors shall submit one (1) copy of their proposal in a paper form.  Vendors shall also submit one (1) copy in a jump drive.
Sealed Proposals must be delivered no later than 11 am, December 15, 2021 to:

Bryan Jostad
Finance Department
Suite 2500
212 6th Street North
La Crosse, WI  54601
Proposals received after the above date and time will be returned unopened.
2.6 Opening of Proposals 

The proposals will be publicly opened at 11:05 am in:


County Administrative Center
Room 1107

212 6th Street North
La Crosse, WI  54601

At that time, the names of vendors who properly submitted proposals will be announced.  Announcement of the names of the vendors who submitted proposals is not a guarantee that the proposals otherwise comply with the specifications of this RFP.  

2.7 Ownership of Proposals

All proposals submitted on time become the property of La Crosse County upon submission, and the proposals will not be returned to the Vendors.  By submitting a proposal, the Responder agrees that        La Crosse County may copy the proposal for purposes of facilitating the evaluation. 

2.8 Other information
Vendors may submit any other information that is not described in this proposal that would be beneficial to La Crosse County.  If in the vendor’s opinion the County has overlooked anything material or relevant, such item(s) may be brought to the County’s attention and be included in the proposal.

2.9 Public Records Law

 All proposals are subject to the Wisconsin Public Records Law.
Section 3   Scope of Work

 Design and Construction Management Services

1. Background Information:
a. La Crosse County will enter one contract with a single entity responsible for design and construction management using AGC Consensus Doc 410 or AIA A141-2004 Standard Form of Agreement Between Owner and Design-Builder or comparable.  
b. To meet the requirement of a single, two (or more) organizations may partner for this project with one of the partners taking the lead role. 

2. Schedule:

a. Notice to Proceed with Design
             
Date:  January 11, 2022
b. Conceptual Design and site plan

             Date:  March 21, 2022

c. Construction drawings for bidding

Date:  June 6, 2022

d. Start of Construction
Phase 1A

Date:  July 25, 2022
Site prep, utilities, footings, foundation
e. Start of Construction Phase 1B                      
Date:  October 24, 2022
Construction of building
f.    Facility Occupancy



Date:  2024
3. Scope of Work:

    Note:  1. CONTRACTOR is ineligible to bid on any part of project construction and
                   shall not self-perform any construction trade work. 
          
               2.  During the design stage, the planning of all utilities and site layout shall 
                    take into consideration future onsite expansion as noted in Appendix B 
                    Timeline. Future expansion is Phase 2. 
    
Design/Construction management services through occupancy.
a. Scope of work to be performed by CONTRACTOR shall include but not limited to the following:

i. Provide all required civil, structural, mechanical, electrical, and plumbing engineering services as well as technology, kitchen design, and interior design.

ii. Review existing reports, studies and other documents pertaining to CLIENT’s space requirements or otherwise associated with the project.

iii. Prepare a space program with input and participation from CLIENT.

iv. Prepare preliminary project budget including design and construction management fees and estimates of the Cost of the Work for the program requirements using area, volume, or similar conceptual estimating techniques.   Suggest alternative materials and systems and provide cost evaluations for each alternative.

v. Prepare and maintain an integrated project schedule from design through completion of construction.

vi. Review and ensure compliance with laws, codes, and regulations; this includes Local, State and Federal.

vii. Develop a schematic design which includes environmentally responsible design alternatives such as material selection and building orientation and which conforms with CLIENT’s sustainability objectives, space program, budget, and schedule.

viii. Advise CLIENT on proposed site use and improvements, selection of materials, and building systems and equipment.  Provide recommendations on constructability, availability of materials and labor, sequencing for phased construction, time requirements for procurement, installation and construction, and factors related to construction cost including, but not limited to, costs of alternative designs or materials, preliminary budgets, life-cycle data, and possible cost reductions.

ix. Update the project budget at appropriate intervals to reflect detail and refinement through Schematic Design, Design Development and Construction Documents.  Include appropriate contingencies for design, bidding, price escalation, and market conditions in the estimates of the Cost of the Work. Advise CLIENT if there is reason to believe the Cost of the Work may exceed the project budget and make recommendations for corrective action.

x. Upon CLIENT approval of schematic design documents and updated project budget, prepare Design Development documents including but not limited to outline specifications, plans, sections, elevations, and diagrammatic layouts of building systems to describe the structural, mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems. Incorporate energy modeling to assist CLIENT in making an informed decision regarding systems selection based on the upfront cost, anticipated energy savings and payback period of each system considered. 

xi. Upon CLIENT approval of Design Development Documents and updated project budget, prepare Construction Documents consisting of Drawings and Specifications setting forth in detail the quality levels of materials and systems and other requirements for the construction of the work.

xii. Prepare Bid Documents.

xiii. Develop bidders’ interest in the project and establish bidding schedules.

xiv. Issue Bid Documents to prospective bidders. Bid packages shall break the work down as specifically as possible to encourage participation by both large and small subcontractors.  Ensure that local subcontractors are invited and encouraged to bid.

xv. Receive bids, qualify bids, prepare bid analyses, and make recommendations to CLIENT for the award of contracts or rejection of bids.

xvi. CLIENT may designate specific persons from whom, or entities from which, CONTRACTOR shall obtain bids. CONTRACTOR shall obtain bids from Subcontractors and from suppliers of materials or equipment fabricated especially for the Work.  CLIENT shall then determine, with the advice of CONTRACTOR, which bids will be accepted. CONTRACTOR shall not be required to contract with any party to whom CONTRACTOR has a reasonable objection.

xvii. Prepare and issue Construction Contracts and Purchase Orders.  CLIENT will purchase certain materials and equipment directly to avoid state sales tax.  CONTRACTOR shall facilitate an efficient process for such purchases and payment to subcontractors which minimizes CLIENT effort.

xviii. Obtain all approvals from the governmental authorities having jurisdiction over the project. Obtain building permits and special permits for permanent improvements, except for permits required to be obtained directly by Subcontractors.

xix. Assist the CLIENT by preparing responses to questions and requests for substitution from prospective bidders and amending bid documents in the form of an addenda.

xx. Construction Administration activities shall include but are not limited to participation in construction progress meetings, monthly site visits to review the construction progress and conformance to the construction documents, review shop drawings, answer Requests for Information, prepare a final punch list and other customary duties associated with standards of practice during construction administration. CM will have a site foreman for the duration of the project.
b. Construction Management Services   The scope of work to performed by CONTRACTOR shall include but is not limited to the following:
i. Guaranteed Maximum Price - After the Bids are received, qualified, and accepted by CLIENT, prepare a Guaranteed Maximum Price proposal for CLIENT’s review and acceptance. The Guaranteed Maximum Price shall be the sum of all project costs including all CONTRACTOR fees and Cost of the Work, and shall include anticipated federal, state, or local grants, tax exempt savings, contingencies, allowances, and general conditions.

a. All amounts paid to CONTRACTOR will be in strict accordance with Exhibit A to this RFP entitled PROJECT DELIVERY SCOPE DOCUMENT.  Proposers are cautioned that any proposed deviation from Exhibit A shall result in disqualification.

b. All construction work shall be competitively bid and performed under contract between the CONTRACTOR and selected Subcontractors.  

c. All Cost of Work outside of the fees negotiated within this RFP and General Conditions labor shall be “at cost” pass through costs to CLIENT. All remaining contingencies, allowances and project savings shall be used to reduce the Guaranteed Maximum Price at the completion of the project.

ii. Schedule and conduct weekly meetings to discuss such matters as procedures, progress, coordination, scheduling, and status of the Work.  Prepare and promptly distribute minutes to CLIENT.

iii. Prepare and submit a construction schedule.

iv. Develop a system of cost control for the project, including regular monitoring of actual costs for activities in progress and estimates for uncompleted tasks and proposed changes. Identify variances between actual and estimated costs and submit a monthly analysis to CLIENT.   CLIENT shall be provided access to all CONTRACTOR records related to the Cost of the Work.  

4. Qualifications:

Firms responding to this RFP must demonstrate experience and staff expertise in the following areas.  In cases where separate design and construction management entities are proposing as a team, proposers must specifically address prior experience of the proposed team working together.
a. Design and Construction Management at Risk experience with projects of similar size and scope.

b. Experience in developing programs for past clients with similar requirements.

c. Knowledge of applicable codes and regulations regarding the construction and operation of like facilities.

d. Staff experience in all disciplines associated with this type of facility (i.e., Architectural, Mechanical, Electrical, Structural, Kitchen development, Sustainability, Site, Cost, Cost Estimating, Contract Document Development, Contractor Oversight, etc.)

e. Incorporation of sustainable design features within project budget.

f. Ability to create a competitive bid environment to minimize project cost.

5. Proposal

     The proposal shall contain the following:

a. Cover Letter: The proposal shall be submitted with a cover letter summarizing key points in the proposal. Any introductory remarks may also be placed in the cover letter. The cover letter should not exceed two pages in length. 

b. Scope of Work: Proposers shall describe its plans to provide the requested services. This section should include a narrative description of the proposed methodology to accomplish the required tasks. Proposers shall also provide a detailed scope of work for delivering the project ready for occupancy containing sufficient detail to allow identification of all the items of work required and the respective deliverables.  In cases where separate design and construction management entities are proposing as a team, proposers shall identify the role that each entity will play in delivering the requested scope of work.

c. Project Team:  The Project Manager(s) and key team members assigned to this project and their primary roles and responsibilities shall be identified.  In cases where separate design and construction management entities are proposing as a team, describe the relationship between the firms or staff members and identify previous projects where the firms or staff has worked together. 

d. Key Personnel:  Identify key personnel to be assigned to this project and provide a resume for each person. Each person’s role for this project shall be identified.

e. Related Projects:  Provide a list of other projects performed by the proposed team that are of similar size and scope to this project.   Include references for three projects performed by the proposed team.

f. Background Experience: Provide a brief history of your firm and any proposed subcontractors, names of principals, concise descriptions of the types of work accomplished and any other relevant background information.

g. Fee Proposal: The Fee proposal shall be submitted with the proposal and shall comply with Exhibit A.  The Fee Proposal shall comply with the Total Fee Analysis format:
TOTAL FEE COSTS
Proposed Design Fee _________________________________

Estimated Design Reimbursable Costs = __________________

Proposed CM Fee ____________________________________

Total General Condition Cost = _________________________

Estimated CM Reimbursable Costs = _____________________

Section 4 Evaluation of Proposals

4.1 Evaluation Criteria

La Crosse County will evaluate the proposals using the criteria described below.

	Category
	Points

	Scope of Work
	200

	Project Team
	200

	Related Projects / Background Experience 
	200

	Fee Proposal
	200

	Initial Evalaution Total
	800

	Interview
	700

	Grand Total
	1500


4.2 Initial Evaluation

Each proposal shall receive an initial evaluation. The proposals will be reviewed by an evaluation team.  The highest evaluated vendors; up to 3; shall be requested to meet with the evaluation team for an interview. Vendors will be contacted no later than 4 pm, on December 16th regarding their interview status. 

4.3 Vendor Interview

Vendors participating in this process shall explain and support their written proposal through a presentation, and question/answer forum.  Vendor interviews will be December 22, 2021.  Vendors must be available on this date to interview.  Vendors may interview in-person, virtually (video) or a combination of. 

Vendors will be evaluated on the following criteria:

1. Explanation and support of the written proposal

2. The ability to best fulfill the County’s needs

PROJECT DELIVERY SCOPE - Exhibit "A"

1. All boxes identified (by service type - Architect or CM) are to be included in fee proposals.





2. Any check mark in either the General Conditions or Cost of Work columns must be included in the NOT TO EXCEED AMOUNT OF SERVICE





3. Any cost not identified on this matrix will not be considered for payment to either the architect or CM firm.



	DESIGN SERVICES - Architect
	Cost of Work
	General Conditions
	Proposed Fee
	Owner
	Reimb Expense

	1
	Space Programming
	
	
	X
	
	

	2
	Conceptual Design Drawings
	
	
	X
	
	

	3
	Schematic Design Drawings
	
	
	X
	
	

	4
	Design Development Drawings
	
	
	X
	
	

	5
	Construction Document Drawings
	
	
	X
	
	

	6
	Multiple Bid Package Preparation
	
	
	X
	
	

	7
	Complete Engineering Services
	
	
	X
	
	

	7.1
	Kitchen Design Services
	
	
	X
	
	

	7.2
	Structural Design Services
	
	
	X
	
	

	7.3
	Civil Design Services
	
	
	X
	
	

	7.4
	Energy Modeling Services
	
	
	X
	
	

	7.5
	Fire Protection Design Services (Scope Documents)
	
	
	X
	
	

	7.6
	Plumbing Design Services
	
	
	X
	
	

	7.7
	HVAC Design Services
	
	
	X
	
	

	7.8
	Electrical Design Services
	
	
	X
	
	

	7.9
	Technology infrastructure Design Services
	
	
	X
	
	

	7.10
	Acoustic Design Service
	
	
	
	
	X

	8
	CAD Design Time
	
	
	X
	
	

	9
	REVIT (or equivalent) project modeling for document preparation
	
	
	X
	
	

	10
	Rendering Development (electronic)
	
	
	
	
	X

	11
	Printing, Duplication, Drawing Reproduction
	
	
	
	
	X

	12
	Design Meetings
	
	
	X
	
	

	13
	Design Meeting Travel Expense
	
	
	
	
	X

	14
	Follow Sustainable LEED Design Standards
	
	
	X
	
	

	15
	LEED Certification
	
	
	
	
	X

	16
	Monthly On-Site Construction Administration
	
	
	X
	
	

	17
	Associated Travel Cost (subsistence, meals, hotels, etc.)
	
	
	
	
	X

	REPRODUCTION, PRINTING & POSTAGE - Architect
	Cost of Work
	General Conditions
	Proposed Fee
	Owner
	Reimb Expense

	1
	Feasibility & Cost Study Documents
	
	
	
	X
	

	2
	MEPFP System Study Documents
	
	
	
	X
	

	3
	Design Document Issues (By Phase) Printing
	
	
	X
	
	

	4
	Construction Documents Issue Printing
	
	
	X
	
	

	5
	Bid Package Documents/Bidding Instructions
	
	
	X
	
	

	6
	Shop Drawing Copying & Printing
	
	
	
	
	X

	7
	As-Built Documentation Submission (hard copy, AutoCAD)
	
	
	X
	
	

	8
	Final As-Built Documents Issue (Drafting and Printing)
	
	
	X
	
	

	9
	Presentation Charts and Graphics
	
	
	
	
	X

	10
	Reference Materials
	
	
	X
	
	

	11
	Preparation & Distribution of Electronic Operations & Maintenance Manuals
	
	
	X
	
	

	12
	Postage & UPS/FedEx Costs
	
	
	X
	
	

	13
	Courier Expense
	
	
	X
	
	

	14
	Special Forms
	
	
	
	
	X

	15
	State Review Fee 
	
	
	
	
	X

	INSURANCE, TAXES AND BONDS – Architect
	Cost of Work
	General Conditions
	Proposed Fee
	Owner
	Reimb Expense

	1
	Error and Omissions 
	
	
	X
	
	

	2
	Auto Insurance
	
	
	X
	
	

	3
	General Liability
	
	
	X
	
	

	4
	Excess (Umbrella) Liability Coverage
	
	
	X
	
	

	5
	Workman's Compensation
	
	
	X
	
	

	6
	Home Office Staff - Insurance
	
	
	X
	
	

	7
	Home Office Staff - Taxes
	
	
	X
	
	

	8
	Project Schedule - Establish, Maintain & Update
	
	
	CM’s fee
	
	

	9
	Project Closeout
	
	
	X
	
	

	10
	Facility Commissioning - Manage, Conduct and Execute
	
	
	
	
	X

	MANAGEMENT SUPERVISION - CM; PROJECT SITE SUPERVISION (LOCATED ON SITE)
	Cost of Work
	General Conditions
	Proposed Fee
	Owner
	Reimb Expense

	1
	Project Director
	
	
	X
	
	

	2
	Project Manager
	
	X
	
	
	

	3
	Project Superintendent(s)
	
	X
	
	
	

	4
	Project Field Engineer
	
	
	X
	
	

	5
	Project Quality Control Engineer
	
	
	X
	
	

	6
	Safety Director
	
	
	X
	
	

	7
	Project Assistant/Secretarial Help
	
	
	X
	
	

	8
	Project Payroll/Timekeeper
	
	
	X
	
	

	CORPORATE OFFICE SUPERVISION – CM (ON SITE PART-TIME, OR IN HOME OFFICE)
	Cost of Work
	General Conditions
	Proposed Fee
	Owner
	Reimb Expense

	1
	Home Office - Project Director
	
	
	X
	
	

	2
	Home Office - Project Manager
	
	X
	
	
	

	3
	Home Office - Project Superintendent
	
	X
	
	
	

	4
	Home Office - Secretarial & Support Services
	
	
	X
	
	

	5
	Home Office - Payroll, Timekeeper
	
	
	X
	
	

	6
	Home Office - Accounting & Purchasing
	
	
	X
	
	

	7
	Home Office - Information Services & Support
	
	
	X
	
	

	8
	Home Office - Executive & Legal Services
	
	
	X
	
	

	9
	Home Office - Estimating
	
	
	X
	
	

	10
	Home Office - Drafting, Detailing
	
	
	X
	
	

	11
	Home Office - Safety
	
	
	X
	
	

	12
	Home Office - Other
	
	
	X
	
	

	GENERAL CONDITIONS – CM TEMPORARY FACILITIES
	Cost of Work
	General Conditions
	Proposed Fee
	Owner
	Reimb Expense

	1
	Field Office of Trailer Rental
	
	X
	
	
	

	2
	Home office Phone/ Fax
	
	X
	
	
	

	3
	Safety Equipment - Hardhats, Glasses, Harnesses, Nets, Barricades, etc.
	
	X
	
	
	

	4
	First Aid Supplies
	
	X
	
	
	

	5
	Temporary Fire Extinguishers
	
	X
	
	
	

	6
	Temporary Fencing
	
	X
	
	
	

	7
	Site Office Supplies
	
	X
	
	
	

	8
	Temporary Stairs, Fencing and Enclosures
	X
	
	
	
	

	9
	Erosion Control
	X
	
	
	
	

	10
	Project Signs
	
	X
	
	
	

	11
	Temporary Telephone
	
	X
	
	
	

	12
	Temporary Electrical
	
	X
	
	
	

	13
	Temporary Gas / Temporary Heating
	
	X
	
	
	

	14
	Temporary Sanitary Facilities
	
	X
	
	
	

	15
	Equipment Rental
	
	
	X
	
	

	16
	Small Tools
	
	
	X
	
	

	17
	Trash Removal
	
	X
	
	
	

	18
	Final Cleaning
	
	X
	
	
	

	19
	Snow Removal
	
	X
	
	
	

	20
	Warranty Work (Labor and Materials)
	
	
	X
	
	

	21
	Field Superintendent Pick-Up Truck
	
	X
	
	
	

	QUALITY CONTROL - CM
	Cost of Work
	General Conditions
	Proposed Fee
	Owner
	Reimb Expense

	1
	Commissioning
	X
	
	
	
	

	2
	Field Inspector/Inspectors Office
	X
	
	
	
	

	3
	Special Testing Consultants
	
	X
	
	
	

	4
	Concrete Testing
	
	X
	
	
	

	5
	Masonry Testing
	
	X
	
	
	

	6
	Compaction Testing
	
	X
	
	
	

	7
	Welding Testing
	
	X
	
	
	

	8
	Soils Investigations
	
	X
	
	
	

	9
	Special Testing Services
	
	X
	
	
	

	10
	Supplies and Materials (Field Office)
	
	X
	
	
	

	11
	Project Photographs
	
	
	X
	
	

	12
	Warranty Inspections Coordination
	
	
	X
	
	

	13
	MEP&FP Testing & Balancing
	X
	
	
	
	

	14
	Project Site Orientation & Training
	
	X
	
	
	


Section 5 - Terms and Conditions

5.1 La Crosse County reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals or portions thereof without stated cause.  

5.2.  La Crosse County reserves the right to re-issue any requests for proposals. 

5.3. Upon the selection of a finalist vendor, the County by its proper officials, employees, or agents shall attempt to negotiate and reach a final agreement with this vendor.  If the County, for any reason, is unable to reach a final agreement with this vendor; the County reserves the right to reject such vendor and negotiate a final agreement with the vendor who has the next most viable proposal or bid.  The County may also elect to reject all proposals and re-issue a request for proposal.

5.4 Clarification of proposals:  La Crosse County reserves the right to obtain clarification of any point in a vendor’s proposal or obtain additional information.

5.5 La Crosse County is not bound to accept the proposal with the lowest cost but may accept the proposal that demonstrates the best ability to meet the needs of La Crosse County.

5.6 The County reserves the right to waive any formalities, defects, or irregularities in any proposal, response, and/or submittal where the acceptance, rejection, or waiving of such is in the best interests of the County.

5.7 The County reserves the right to disqualify any proposal, before or after opening, upon evidence of collusion, intent to defraud, or any other illegal practice on the part of the vendor.

The following provisions are non-negotiable: 

5.8  The Provider agrees to the fullest extent permitted by law, to indemnify, defend and hold harmless, the Purchaser, and its agents, officers and employees, from and against all loss or expense including costs and attorney fees by reason of liability for damages including suits at law or in equity, caused by any wrongful, intentional, or negligent act or omission of the Provider, or its (their) agents and / or subcontractors which may arise out of or connected with activities covered by this contract.

5.9 Insurance
 5.9.1    Provider agrees that to protect itself as well as the Purchaser and La Crosse County, its officers, Boards, and employees under the indemnity provisions set forth in the paragraph above, Provider will always, during the terms of this contract, keep in force insurance policies issued by an insurance company authorized to do business and licensed in the State of Wisconsin.  Unless otherwise specified in Wisconsin Statutes, the types of insurance coverage and minimum amounts shall be as follows:

· Workers’ Compensation:   minimum amount statutory

· Comprehensive General Liability:  $1,000,000 per occurrence and in aggregate for bodily injury and property damage

· Auto Liability:  $1,000,000 per occurrence and in aggregate for bodily injury and property damage 

· Excess Liability coverage:  $1,000,000 over the General Liability and Automobile Liability Coverage

· Errors and Omissions coverage:  $1,000,000 per occurrence 

                                                            $1,000,000 in aggregate 

5.9.2 The Purchaser shall be given thirty (30) days advanced written notice of any cancellation or 

         non-renewal of insurance during the term of this contract.  Upon execution of this contract,  

         the Provider will furnish Purchaser with written verification of the existence of such 

         insurance.  In the event of any action, suit, or proceedings against Purchaser upon any  

         matter herein indemnified against, Purchaser shall within five (5) working days cause notice 

         in writing thereof to be given to Provider by certified mail, addressed to its post office 

         address.  Purchaser shall cooperate with Provider and its attorneys in defense of any 

         action, suit, or other proceedings.

5.10 The selected vendor shall not subcontract or assign any interest in the contract and shall not 
        transfer any interest in the same without prior written consent of the County.

5.11 No reports, information, or data given to or prepared by the firm under contract shall 
        be made available to any individual or organization by the firm without the prior written 
        approval of the County.

5.12 Should the selected vendor merge or be purchased by another individual or firm contract 
        continuation would be at the County's option.

End of RFP
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